UPPER COLUMBIA
HABITAT PRIORITIZATION
STRATEGY
Focusing Conservation and Restoration Efforts in the Region

What is the strategy?
The Upper Columbia Regional Technical Team
(UCRTT) and Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery
Board (UCSRB) are working together to update the
regional Biological Strategy for prioritizing habitat
actions in the Upper Columbia region using a
three step process.

THE THREE STEPS

Step 1:
Assessment Unit
(AU) Prioritization

Assessment Units (AUs) are ranked within each
sub-basin (i.e., Wenatchee, Entiat, Methow, and
Okanogan) for restoration and protection. Limiting
factors, threats, limiting life stages, and
geomorphic potential within the AUs are
identified. Reaches are then ranked within AUs for
restoration and protection. The final step will
refine the ranking of restoration and protection
actions within each reach based on feasibility. The
process accounts for factors such as landowner
willingness, cost, complexity, and societal issues.

Step 2:
Habitat Action
Type Prioritization

The final product will be available to project
sponsors to help inform priority actions within
their area of interest.

LEARN MORE:

Step 3:
Feasibility
Assessment
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Upper Columbia Region
The Upper Columbia region is an economic
hot spot with popular rivers and treasured
salmonids. Diverse communities with
varying interests are united by an
understanding and appreciation for the role
salmon play in our economic and cultural
vitality as a region.
UCSRB and the UCRTT are working to make
the latest science and data (biological,
economical and social) readily available to
our sponsors and regional partners to
increase our shared understanding of the
biological, physical and societal implications
of ongoing river and forest restoration
efforts in the Upper Columbia region.

Reach restored by project sponsors in 2019.

KEY FUNDERS

Challenges emphasizing
the need for prioritization
Despite progress over the long-term,
returns of hatchery- and wild spring
Chinook and steelhead remain low in all
four sub-basins (Wenatchee, Entiat,
Methow, Okanogan).
Endangered spring Chinook continue to
struggle to survive in the region and the
cause of their continued lack of recovery is
unclear.
Past forest practices, climate change, and
increased human use have contributed to
an increase in the frequency and size of
wildfires. While wildfires are an important
part of the natural ecosystem and offer
benefits, some of these wildfires have had
severe impacts in our region.
Climate change has led to reduced
snowpack in the mountains meaning less
water and warmer streams, harming cold
water fish like salmon and steelhead.

